
 
 
 
 

 
 
This month we say farewell to Dewi Kastari, our  
Bali office manager, as she moves on to new challenges.  
Dewi has been an integral part of SOS Bali since 2005, and  
we wish her all the best for the future.  Dewi says: 
 
“Since the first time I came to SOS, I got fantastic experience, have a lot of 
friends, and learnt a lot. I was very happy to have been to Sumatra to visit 
the projects.  I cannot say enough wonderful things about SOS.  I am very 
pleased I have been an SOS person.” 
 
A big thank you to Ida Bondoe, Wil Lee-Wright and Kari Cook, who have 
volunteered at our Bali office for several months, and have put a lot of 
energy into fundraising, building partnerships and school visits.  Lindsay 
Goodrich has been doing a fantastic job running the JungleShop in Ubud, 
designing new donation points, building links with schools and donors, and 

making sure the shop always has fantastic new stock for Ubud’s bargain hunters.  
 
SOS USA 
The American Association of Zoo Keepers (AAZK) held the Swinging in the Rainforest fundraiser at 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo on 20th June. A large audience attended the event to watch Barb Shaw’s 
illustrated talk, participate in a silent auction and visit the zoo’s orangutan enclosure. Funds raised will 
support our field projects in Sumatra. 
 
SOS Australia 
SOS are delighted to welcome Sue Floyed – our new SOS Australia coordinator. Sue says: 
 

“Being involved with SOS Australia, I hope to educate people regarding the issues that surround the 
destruction of the orangutans’ habitat by visiting schools, attending events and obtaining media coverage. 
If anyone here in Australia would like to join me on the road to help save our closest cousins, please get in 
touch – call 03 98770377 or email Aus@orangutans-sos.org”. 
 

Sincere thanks to Karen Lawrence for all her years looking after SOS Australia – and best of luck in New 
Zealand. 
 
SOS New Zealand 
Many thanks to Sue Lyons for caretaking SOS New Zealand whilst Nick Major was in the UK. Nick has now 
returned to New Zealand and his position as coordinator of SOS NZ – welcome back Nick! 
 

SOS Sweden 
“Great Ape Day” was held on 27th June at the Furuvik Zoo, where staff spoke to visitors about the threats 
facing orangutans in Sumatra and sold SOS products.  Every year The United Churches of Uppsala organize 
a gala to support an environmental organization. In 2009, SOS Sweden was chosen, and a wonderful 
concert was staged on 15th November in support of our field projects. The event was a great success, raising 
37,800 Swedish crowns. The team at SOS Sweden are working closely with many schools and businesses, 
sharing information about our work and often organizing trips to the zoo so that supporters can visit the 
orangutans. The Sweden Chimpanzee Trust and Furuvik Zoo donated 40,000 Swedish crowns to SOS in 
2009, raised from visitors’ donations, collection boxes around the zoo, and lectures by SOS Sweden 
Coordinator, Ing-Marie Persson. We are very grateful for their ongoing support. 
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Dewi at a Christmas Bazaar 
Photo: Wil Lee-Wright 

Stay up-to-date with the latest news from SOS and the orangutan conservation 
world: 

- Sign up for our eNewsletter via our website: www.orangutans-sos.org 
- Join our Facebook Page – search for “Sumatran Orangutan Society” 
- Follow SOS on Twitter - OrangutansSOS 
- Read our blog: http://orangutanssos.blogspot.com/ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rainforest Restoration 
Our team have removed over 6,000 illegally planted 
oil palms on 75 hectares of land inside the Gunung 
Leuser National Park, and have restored the land with 
22,000 indigenous rainforest tree seedlings, cultivated 
and planted with the help of the local community. 
You can make a donation at 
www.justgiving.com/restore_rainforest - it costs just 
£1 to plant a tree seedling.   

 
 
Community Conservation in Aceh 
Our Aceh Community Conservation Initiative (ACCI) 
programme is developing five model conservation villages 
in the Aceh Tenggara district. Our team has been holding 
regular community meetings and training the local people 
in various conservation skills, such as biodiversity surveys 
and mapping. Village leaders have been working on 
conservation agreements and individual village action 
plans that support sustainable livelihoods as well as 
conservation.  
In November, the OIC team in Aceh received a report of an 
orangutan being kept as a pet in Kutacane, and worked 
with the BKSDA (the government office responsible for 
natural resource conservation, including confiscation of 
protected species being illegally held) to collect him. The 
orangutan is now in the care of the Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Programme (SOCP) team at their rescue 
centre just outside Medan, and has been named Oscar. He 
will eventually be relocated to the reintroduction 
programme at Bukit Tigapuluh. A total of five orangutans 
have now been rescued from the area by SOCP after 
reports to OIC staff from the local people. 
Another significant outcome of this programme is the 
discovery of 10 hectares of illegally planted rubber and cocoa trees cultivated on national park land 
during forest surveys. With the authority of the Gunung Leuser National Park government office, OIC 
staff have now removed the illegal crops and will begin replanting the area with indigenous rainforest 
tree seedlings soon, in collaboration with the local people. 

Illegal oil palms being removed in the  
Gunung Leuser National Park 

Oscar 

 
New e-learning centres for conservation communities 
We have now established two Conservation Digital Opportunity Centres (CDOCs) in Bukit Lawang and 
Tangkahan. Open six days a week, our team runs courses for local people in computer use, internet use, 
graphic design, and information and research on conservation and ecology. With full classes already 
signed up, the centres are popular destinations for the local communities, and also include libraries with 
books and resources on conservation. This work has been made possible with funding from the 
Taiwanese government and the Bamboo Community University; we are very grateful for their support.
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 Conservation and Campaign News
 

 

*** Urgent Campaign Alert *** 
 

The EU Commission is proposing to reclassify oil palm plantations as “forest” so that biodiesel from 
palm oil plantations can still meet EU biofuels sustainability criteria. Please support the campaign to 
overturn this proposal – visit the Campaigns page of the SOS website for more information and to sign 
the online petition. 

Copenhagen 
The Copenhagen climate change summit in December ended in disappointment for many, with no binding 
international treaty on climate change.  The Copenhagen Accord, a voluntary agreement, does however 
commit nations to providing finance for efforts to combat deforestation. Six nations (US, UK, Norway, 
France, Japan, and Australia) have pledged $3.5 billion to support the reduction of emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation (REDD),  recognising the crucial contribution that forests make to 
mitigating climate change. 
 

Palm Oil 
In August, Cadbury New Zealand pledged not to use palm oil in its chocolate following pressure from 
Auckland Zoo and consumer protests about the social and environmental footprint of the palm oil 
industry. Cadbury products in other parts of the world still contain palm oil, and the company has stated 
that it aims to source all its palm oil from sustainable sources by 2014. 
In September, a press campaign claiming that Malaysian palm oil is "sustainable" was banned as 
misleading by the Advertising Standards Agency. The Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC) could not prove 
that the production of palm oil did not lead to deforestation or environmental damage.  
The World Bank has agreed to suspend International Finance Corporation (IFC) funding of the oil palm 
sector pending the development of safeguards to ensure that lending doesn't cause social or 
environmental harm.  

 

Success – no palm oil power station in Bristol!
An application to build a biofuel power station at Avonmouth, Bristol, fuelled by palm oil, has been 
refused by city councillors. Making statements at the planning meeting in February, many objectors, 
including SOS, urged the committee to reject plans for the plant on the grounds of the environmental 
destruction that would result from this new demand for palm oil. 
There was a huge public outcry about the plant, with the council receiving 1,120 letters of objection, 
centred on the fact that it would have used 100 million litres of palm oil per year to produce electricity for 
25,000 homes in Bristol, doubling the UK’s current imports of palm oil as a fuel. Some 20,000 hectares of 
oil palm plantations would have been needed to meet this new demand. This would have sent a strong 
message to the palm oil industry that the UK regards palm oil as part of the solution to its energy needs, 
which would lead to faster expansion of the industry and justification for environmental destruction. The 
rejection of the power station at Avonmouth sets a strong precedent for future such applications across 
the UK, as the council took into account the wider environmental impact of the development, beyond the 
immediate vicinity of Bristol. SOS commends the council for their decision. 

Aceh’s forests 
New data has revealed that the equivalent of about 10,000 football fields of forest have been lost each 
year for the past five years in Aceh's Leuser ecosystem due to illegal logging and the clearing of land for 
oil palm plantations and new roads. The local government has pledged to intensify land and air patrols 
and monitoring to curb the rate of deforestation. Although Aceh's governor, Irwandi Yusuf, has imposed a 
moratorium on logging, deforestation in the province has continued. Despite this, Yusuf has claimed that 
the moratorium has saved about 500,000 hectares of Aceh's forest as the government prevented five 
major logging companies from working in the area.
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 Supporter Showcase 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
We wish to thank Lush for their very generous ongoing support of SOS and our projects and campaigns.  
 
In 2006, Lush gave a huge boost to our environmental education programme by buying us an 
OranguVan, kitted out with an environmental library and a mobile conservation cinema. The LUSH 
OranguVan plays a key role in delivering our education work in Sumatra by visiting villages and schools, 
providing free access to books, showing environmental films, and enabling our team to provide 
environmental education and support the communities in setting up local conservation initiatives. 
 

LUSH’s Charity Pot – featuring the OranguVanThe Lush OranguVan has now reached more than 13,000 
children at 200 schools, and an additional 5,500 community 
members in 45 villages on dedicated roadshows, in addition 
to being an integral part of all our education and community 
outreach work. 
 
In 2007, Lush continued their support with a donation of 
50,000 tree seedlings to our rainforest restoration work in the 
Gunung Leuser National Park.  
 
In 2008 Lush created the Charity Pot to raise money and 
awareness about charities and campaigns, including SOS. We 
were very proud that our OranguVan was one of the first 
projects to be featured on the lid! In 2009, Charity Pot 
funding supported 30 forest guides to attend our Ecotourism 
Training Programme in Bukit Lawang, learning about 
“orangutan etiquette” and providing training in world-class 
ecotourism operations. 

 
Lush has also supported SOS staff to attend the 
annual Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil 
(RSPO) conference two years running. In a 
pioneering move within the cosmetics industry, 
the company has now removed palm oil from all 
of its products, believing that until global levels 
of palm oil use are cut dramatically, and plans to 
use palm oil as a biofuel are scrapped entirely, 
there is little hope of a genuinely sustainable 
palm oil industry. By helping to send SOS to the 
RSPO meetings, they are supporting our 
continued engagement at the frontline of the 
palm oil issue. 
 

 

The LUSH OranguVan Sincere thanks once again to Lush for their 
continued support of our vision and our work.
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SOS has just one charity place left for this year’s Edinburgh Marathon – contact the UK office today if you 
want to find out more about running for us, and see www.orangutans-sos.org/help/fundraise/run_sos. 
We already have seven people running for SOS in the marathon – best of luck to James Post, Jenny Post, 
Jane Hampson, Katherine Hayes, Tom Inglis, and Jon and Steph Barrett with their training and 
fundraising! If you would like to help us cheer on our team on race day, May 23rd, or if you want to run for 
SOS in another race, then get in touch with Helen at the UK office – call (01865) 403341 
 
New Gibbon Toys available 
We have some adorable new additions to the SOS webshop! Gibbons share 
orangutans' rainforest home, so make a perfect companion for our cuddly 
orangutan toys. 
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Rainforests: the Burning Issue 
The Prince's Rainforest Project (PRP) have produced a fantastic new online resource, 
exploring the issues behind rainforest destruction, with some amazing photos and 
video clips.   Visit: www.rainforestsos.org/book. 
SOS is a non-profit partner of the PRP. 

SOS Branch Contact Information 
UK:  Helen Buckland:  Helen@orangutans-sos.org 
Sumatra: Dave Dellatore:  Dave@orangutans-sos.org 
Bali: Widiani Nengah:  Bali@orangutans-sos.org 
Sweden: Ing-Marie Persson: Sweden@orangutans-sos.org 
USA: Avanti Mallapur:  usa@orangutans-sos.org 
Australia: Sue Floyed:  Aus@orangutans-sos.org 
New Zealand: Nick Major:  nz@orangutans-sos.org 
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